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AFTERNOON SNACK - During workday preparation on Pine Creek, a PWWTU member & a 
local fisherman snapped this photo of a snake attack and attempt to eat this brown trout. 

Pine Creek Stream Workday 
1

5//1.).6)#%1'#)1$(7$&)81&-1$.9#-7)1&")1%&#)'.1:1;'$(1-#1%"$()<1

    WHEN:     6,/5&-,7F(6%</%9:%&(GHF(HIIJ((

( (((((((((((((((( K2II(,9(/+(GH2II(1++1  

 WHERE:   Worksite is on *&7,1/(>+,- , 1/2 mile upstream 
                    from the Delayed Harvest at the yellow gate. 

  DIRECTIONS:     From Route 8, turn onto Duncan Avenue                   
through the blinking light past the golf driving 
range.  From there, turn right onto Bryant Road. 

    

 *&#1B(7+5&(:++/'()(BL+M%'N(

( ((O51$;(A#LL(:%(<&+M#-%-N(

                                                                
If you have an interesting 
ÒPennÕs Woods PicÓ to share 
with other members, please 
email the picture to Christian 
Shane, Editor, at                                
christianshane72@hotmail.com  
and it may be published in a 
future issue of Hatches &Rises! 

Penn’s Woods Pics 
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President’s Beat by Walter Reineman,
A major concern for PA State TU is the growing challenge of balancing the health of our trout streams with the 
natural gas drilling boom in the Marcellus Shale formation.  The growing recognition of the extent of these re-
serves is encouraging dozens of local and out of state companies to apply for thousands of new permits.  While 
this will provide some great jobs and taxable revenues, the Commonwealth in general is ill prepared for this 
bonanza.  Consider that over a well’s lifetime up to three million gallons of water mixed with extraction chemi-
cals are needed.  Either alone or by a group of wells, could your favorite stream sacrifice any of its flow during 
the summer months?   

Regarding the chemicals involved – regulations are weak and even the knowledge of the types and quantities 
used are proprietary.  Some of this mixture will stay in the ground, and some comes out with the gas.  Already 
we are seeing that some municipalities are either unwilling or unable to treat this byproduct.  Where do you 
think it will end up?   

The majority of extractors will be responsible and conscientious.  Unfortunately the scale of this barely tapped 
resource guarantees there will be mistakes and accidents.  Also, there will be that despicable few who will cut 
corners knowing that in this boom there are ways to hide in the crowd of responsible drillers.  All it takes is one 

incident and a healthy stream can be wiped out.   

So this is our dilemma; how to get meaningful guidelines in place to allow responsible 
and economical extraction so that our water is not impacted?  This is what PA TU is 
working on.  As a plan takes shape, I will be updating you and will be asking you to no-
tify your state representatives with your opinion.  We cannot afford to be complacent, 
this is a big one.  

I hope to see you at our Pine Creek stream improvement workday September 12th.        
If not there, then at one of our meetings with one of our engaging speakers.  Now get 
out there and fish.  

0PQ?(4E0RF(0,R(— Allegheny County Executive Dan Onorato announced the purchase and protection of 73 
acres of wooded land in the Irwin Run Valley adjacent to North Park in Pine Township.  Allegheny County  
provided more than half of the funding to acquire the property, which will be called the Irwin Run Conserva-
tion Area and held in perpetuity by Allegheny Land Trust.  “The benefits of conserving this land in the Irwin 
Run Valley reach far beyond protecting beautiful green space and helping to maintain the water quality of 
North Park Lake,” said Onorato. “Downstream communities in the Pine Creek watershed, such as Hampton, 
Shaler and Etna, will benefit from the land’s capacity to hold back nearly 60 million gallons of rainwater before 
it becomes storm water each year.”   

The land will help to buffer North Park from development and protect beneficial wetlands, densely wooded 
slopes and a stream valley.  These natural features trap sediment and silt before they reach North Park Lake. 
A closed portion of Irwin Road provides a beautiful walking trail through the property and access to additional 
North Park trails.  

The purchase price of the land was $500,000, which included $253,200 from Allegheny County’s portion of 
Growing Greener funding from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural Resources.  The Lau-
rel Foundation, Pittsburgh Foundation, Sierra Club’s Trust, and BP Foundation through the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Environmental Protection provided nearly $217,000 in grants.  Several local residents, community 
groups and organizations raised more than $30,000 (Penn’s Woods West Trout Unlimited was one of organiza-
tions that donated toward the purchase of this land).   

 G:;","H*"'#$,+=,$;D<,#'"<<,'"1"I<",7I<,'"#'D?$"B, 7D$;,#"'%D<<D+?,='+%,$;",J+2?$K,+=,L11"9;"?KM 1

Protection of Wooded Acres in Pine Township 

 Land will buffer North Park, reduce storm water runoff in Pine Creek watershed  



?'@)1A1='&!")%1>1;$%)%1

2009 PWWTU Membership Survey 

Tell PWWTU About You! 
The Board of Directors and officers need your opinions and attitudes regarding the chapter to make your 
membership in PWWTU more rewarding to you.  The chapter’s leadership is constantly faced with making 
decisions about activities, policies and programs and needs your guidance and direction to make sure they 
reflect your viewpoints about chapter business.  You can drop off your completed survey at any chapter 
meeting through December or mail it to: 0EE4@F(0+'/(!""#$%(*+S(TGIUF(0#//':5&B;F(0V(GWHIHR(  

(

1. Your Age?  _____ 18-34     _____ 35-49     _____ 50-64      _____ 65 or older  

 

2. How long have you been a member of PWWTU?  

     Less than one year _____ 1-4 years _____ 5-9 years _____ 10-14 years _____ 15 years or more _____ 

 

3. How many PWWTU Chapter meetings have you attended in the past 10 months?   

     0 _____    1-3 _____    4-6 _____    7-8 _____ 

 

4. Where do you live? (City, Suburban Community, Township, etc.) __________________________________________ 

         What is your postal zip code?         __________________________________________ 

 

5. In addition to fly fishing, what other areas associated with the sport interest you?  

     _____  Outdoor Photography                                                _____  Improving fishing skills                                                       

     _____  Reading books on fly fishing and fly tying             _____  Environmental issues  

 _____  Personal fly fishing experiences/reports    _____  New trout fishing gear and gadgets  

 _____  Insect Identification       _____  Fly tying, fly tying materials & techniques                       

 _____  Fishing videos and CD’s     Other(s) ______________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________  _________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________  _________________________________________________ 

 

6. In addition to trout, what other species do you fish for? _____  Panfish     _____ Salmon/Steelhead      _____ Bass  
 _____ Walleye _____ Saltwater _____ Other _______________________ 

 

7. What method of trout fishing do you mostly use? _____  Fly      _____  Spinning     _____ Bait casting    _____ Other  

 

8. What other outdoor and /or environmental organizations do you belong to? ___________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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9. Is PWWTU’s meeting time at 7:00 pm convenient for you? _____Yes               _____ No                                                                    

    (If No, what would be a better time? _________ )   

    Do you like the location of the meetings?  _____  Yes       _____  No                       

    Why or why not?  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What do you think of PWWTU’s monthly chapter meetings?  

     _____ Well balanced and interesting          
 _____ Need to evaluate the format to determine if additional features should be added or eliminated 
 _____ Boring            
 _____ Other _____________________________ 

 

11. I’d go to more membership meetings if ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. How do you rate ='&!")%1>1;$%)%, the chapter newsletter?  

 _____  Excellent, I read it cover to cover                                                                                                                                       
 _____  Pretty good, I read most of it                                                                                                                                              
 _____  Fair, I read some of it                                                                                                                                                         
 _____  Poor, I hardly ever read it  

 

13. What additional editorial emphasis would you like to see in ='&!")%1>1;$%)%?  

 _____  It’s fine as it is     _____ Guest editorials    _____ Letters to the editor  

            _____ How-to and/or where to stories                    _____ State TU and Pa Fish and Boat Commission news  

           _____ Stories about member trout fishing trips  _____ Other ____________________________________ 

 

14. In addition to the chapter’s annual Fisherman’s Paradise bus trip, would you support more PWWTU sponsored 
trout outings? _____  Yes       _____ No (If yes, to where?  _____________________________________________________) 

 

15. What can the chapter board of directors and officers do to make your membership in PWWTU more valuable and 
interesting to you? _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The survey findings will be carefully studied with the hopeful result of initiating plans and programs to help make 
PWWTU the most exciting chapter anywhere and one that lives up to everything you want and expect it to be. 

Please use the space below or a separate sheet of paper for your additional comments, suggestions, etc.  

:;I?N,K+2,=+',$IND?9,$D%",$+,*+%#1"$",$;D<,O2"<$D+??ID'"P,

You can drop off your completed survey at ,17($;,</%&(9%%/#1B(/;&+5B;(.%$%9:%&( or mail it to:  

0EE4@F(0+'/(!""#$%(*+S(TGIUF(0#//':5&B;F(0V(GWHIHR(  
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Long time PWWTU member Q#$D(X&,/+"#L(was on a mission.  

The Pennsylvania Fly Fishing Museum Association is a newly formed group dedicated to preserving Pennsyl-
vania’s rich fly fishing heritage by collecting and overseeing fly fishing artifacts related to the sport in Pennsyl-
vania.  When Nick learned that the association plans to establish a permanent repository with traveling satellite 
exhibits, he determined that four of PWWTU’s legendary members deserved to be enshrined there.    

In the January 2, 1963 edition of the ?$&&%6D#@"1?#)%%, Outdoor Editor Roger Latham in his Great Outdoors    
column wrote that a Trout Unlimited chapter named Penn’s Woods West had been established in Pittsburgh.                        

Among those elected to the chapter’s first board of 
directors was C;,51$7(O#M%L7(who was nationally 
renowned for his writing and fly tying.  Later he 
was joined on the board by his brother-in-law 
Y%+&B%(V#D%1(who founded Family Tyes, a non-
profit organization that promotes family relation-
ships through fly fishing.  Two other early chapter 
members were *+:(>51D , an extraordinary fly 
fishing enthusiast and founder of the Pittsburgh 
Fly Fishers Club and Chauncy’s wife 8,&#+1( who 
was both a committed fishery conservationist and 
an advocate for women to get involved in fly fish-
ing.                                                                                                                                                                          

“All four of these PWWTU pioneers’ leadership and 
contributions to the chapter’s growth, success and 
vitality as well as their devotion to the sport of fly 
fishing were simply enormous,” said Kratofil.  “As a 
fitting tribute, I wanted their legacies to be remem-
bered and honored.” 

Funded by PWWTU, Nick had four glass-fronted oak display cases crafted by Jeff Kramer.  Each is dedicated to 
one of the honorees and contains a collection of their fly fishing memorabilia – rods, reels, flies, photos, journals 
and more.  Much of it was kindly donated by family and friends of the Lively’s and Nell Aiken, George’s wife. 
Gathering and incorporating the memorabilia into the display cases took a considerable amount of Nick’s time.  
He utilized his artistic talent to make everything come together in four coherent and tasteful testimonial presen-
tations.  Award-winning outdoor writer Deborah Weisberg was so impressed with the displays she wrote a story 

about them in the Sunday, June 14, 2009 edition of 
the ?-%&:E'F)&&). 

PWWTU member 8,$(6%,;+L9( is on the board of 
directors of the Pennsylvania Fly Fishing Museum 
Association which is temporarily located in Car-
lisle, but he reiterated that the group is in the proc-
ess of finding a permanent site to house all of its fly 
fishing artifacts.  Mac was instrumental in initiat-
ing the PWWTU funding to build the four museum 
display cases.  The museum association is privately 
financed through memberships, donations and 
other fund raising activities. (To join the PFFMA or 
for more information about it, visit 
7778#I=1K=D<;D?98+'9, or call ZGZ[WTG[IUHH). 

Thank you Nick and Mac for a job voluntarily     
undertaken and completed so well. 

Four Legends of PWWTU are Remembered By Joe Kline 
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Angler’s Ink:  !"#$%&'(&)*$&)$+(,$!&-'+$.,-'/)$by Jim Hoey 

Perhaps it’s a law, and I just missed hearing about it.  If not exactly a law, then surely at least an ordinance or a               
decree.  I’m almost certain I’ve seen it written down somewhere.  Yes, in my mind’s eye, I think I can see the words  
beginning to form: “GH1&"-D1'#&1&")1-I()#1-H1'1H/41%"-9J1&"-D1.D%&1()7)#19'%%1-(1&")1-99-#&D($&41&-19-(&$H$!'&).” 

A friend recently went into a fly shop and asked for some white chenille – a legitimate, straight-forward request, you’re 
probably thinking.  Apparently, the proprietor (many fly shop owners seem to favor calling themselves proprietors)  
didn’t feel this way. 

Tucking his chin into the base of his throat, he asked in a mildly amused baritone, “Why would you want white che-
nille?”                                                            
“Why?”                                                                
“Yes, why?”                                                       
“Oh, I don’t know,” said my friend. “Call me silly. I thought I’d tie some white Wooly Buggers.”                                                           
“You don’t want white chenille,” opined the purveyor (purveyor is another word highly regarded by fly shop owners 
and/or proprietors) of fine, dead animal parts, sundry synthetics, and many millions more modulus graphite rods.                           
“Here, let me show you this other, much better material for tying Wooly Buggers,” he said, and proceeded to demon-
strate the “much better” material for his customer. 

My friend bought the material that was demonstrated to him and also made some other purchases before leaving the 
fly shop.  It was only sometime later that he realized he never did get the white chenille.   

I, for one, don’t think this is what should have happened.  I think my friend 
should have been sold the material he came into the store to buy (providing the 
proprietor actually had it in stock).  There’s certainly nothing wrong with  
variations on a theme, and therefore demonstrating another way of tying a 
Wooly Bugger is fine.  After all, it seems like the Wooly Bugger originated as 
a different way of tying the Wooly Worm. 

It just ain’t that big of a deal, you might think – and yet it is in a way.  More 
and more often, it seems, fly fisher- men are presented with dogma instead of 
advice.  And “experts” seem to be com- ing out of the proverbial woodwork these 
days. 

I’m probably admitting to an heretical act, but I recently canceled my subscription to “Lefty’s Li’l Library.”  Please don’t 
throw pails of chum at me just yet.  Lefty Kreh is one terrific fly fisherman and, as most people know, he is terribly 
knowledgeable.  And herein lies my problem:  I think I’ve reached my saturation point with the authorities of this 
world – with the seeming multitudes of “Learn’d Astronomers.” 

I don’t feel animosity toward people who give advice (at times, I’m one of them), but once in a while I feel like telling 
the expert, the makers of videos, the shop owner with an attitude and more than a few others, to put a lid on it –      
perhaps a loosely fitting lid that can be removed every so often – but a lid nonetheless. 

Trying to synthesize all the “expert” advice seems as impossible as floating a dry fly on a lead weight.                                               
“K))91%/'!L1-D&1-H14-D#1/$()1M1&$@"&1/$()%J1&$@"&1/$()%<N111111111111111 1 1 1 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111
OP"-%)1H$%"1!'(1-(/416)1!'D@"&1641D%$(@1&")1%/'!L:/$()1.)&"-80N1 1 1 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111
OQ-D1%"-D/8(R&1D%)1%&#$L)1$(8$!'&-#%01P")4R#)1H-#1I$.9%0N11 1 1 1 1111111111111111111111
OS-14-D1#)'/$F)1"-I1.'(41H$%"14-D1.$%%1641(-&1D%$(@1%&#$L)1$(8$!'&-#%TN1111111 1 111111111111111111
OQ-D1%"-D/81D%)1-(/418-D6/)1M&'9)#1/$()%1H-#1.-%&1?5:%$F)81%&#)'.%0N11111111111111 1 1111111111111111
OU$()&419)#!)(&1-H1?51H$%")#.)(1D%)1I)$@"&:H-#I'#81/$()%0N11 1 1 1 11111111111111
OS-(R&1H$%"1H-#1%&))/")'81I$&"1/)%%1&"'(1'1*:I)$@"&1#-80N111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111
OG1()7)#1D%)1'(4&"$(@16D&1'1C:I)$@"&1#-81H-#1%&))/")'80N1    
                                                                                                                                                           
We could go on, but you probably get the picture.  Just once, I’d like to hear one of the experts 
say, “Yes, that just might work,” or “You know, I don’t have all the answers, but here’s some-
thing you might try,” or “This isn’t the usual method, but here’s another way to tie the Wooly 
Bugger.”    

,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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    Thanks to our H&R Sponsors  
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PWWTU Meetings & Greetings 
Penn’s Woods West Trout Unlimited meets the second Monday of each month - September through June at 
*&%1/A++-(3\E(0+'/(KGI , 3801 Clairton Blvd., 3.5 miles south of the Liberty Tubes, corner of Rt. 51 and 
Marlea Street (near McGinnis Sisters).  

Sept/Oct Meeting Speakers  By Peter TenEyck 

(

0,1+,23,-$45+($6$7&2$8&3&9',$:$;-)&,$.-&39)&<$(

The Youghiogheny River is one of our best, and yet, most   
under utilized, trout fisheries here in southwestern PA.  Jim 
and Ernie, of O,5&%L(=#B;L,1-'(Y5#-%(6%&M#$%' , will help 
us to better understand this big, enigmatic river and how to 
fish it with success.  Their presentation, entitled 
“]+5B;#+B;%17F(V(E%'/%&1( >#M%&[(>#B;/(.+A1(/;%(
6/&%%/!” will cover the history of the Youghiogheny River, the 
fish that live there, and the when, where and how to catch 
them. Come and learn the secrets from these local Yough  
experts! 

=<+/3,-$4>+($6$?/3$@&""&92'$
Have you ever thought about trying out the steelhead action in 
Ohio, but didn’t know quite where to start? Well, you’re in luck! 
Bob Williams, owner and founder of “6$&%,9#1B( >%%L'( Y5#-%(
6%&M#$%,” is coming to tell us all about steelheading on the Erie 
tribs in the Buckeye State!  Bob promises a very interactive pres-
entation with lots of hands on demonstration.  He’ll cover reading 
the water, making the presentation and what flies are most pro-
ductive.  Also, one of the expert fly tiers (who actually has pat-
ents pending on his fly patterns) from Screaming Reels will be on 
hand to tie a few and show off their collection of steelhead flies.  
If you love steelheading, or want to get started this season, don’t 
miss Bob Williams at the PWWTU October meeting! 

H&R Sponsors: (Name, donated through) 
M. Boyle 11/09, W. Shipley 11/09, L. Ward 11/09, D. Johnston 12/09, T.W. Walsh 12/09,                
K.A. Hollingworth12/09, J.F. Linn 12/09, D. Krenn 12/09, E.J. O'Sullivan, Jr. 12/09, C. Iman 3/10,   
D. Vtipil  3/10, D.S. Anderson 4/10, T.J. Schieb 5/11, W.S. Pope 12/10, M. Seaholm 5/11,  
R.S. Wright 8/11, E. McCarthy 3/12, W. Hough 6/12, P. Dornin 11/12   
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It’s a long, long time from September to January.  As the days grow short 
and we head into late fall and winter, our visits to the water become less 
frequent if not cease entirely.  In place of streamside journeys, many of us 
must content ourselves at the fly tying vise in eager anticipation of the dis-
tant spring day when the ice is off the water, when the trilliums bloom 
again and when we welcome the arrival of a new trout season.  

In the interim between now and then, 
remember our annual ^,15,&7(
Y&%,/(\L7(6,L% .((We can never have 
enough flies to continue to make the 
sale successful.  It’s one of our most 
profitable fund raising events.  So 
when you sit down at the vise from 
time to time in the coming months to 
tie up flies for next season’s trout fish-
ing outings, consider tying up and set-
ting aside a few extra half dozens to 
donate to the sale.   

You choose the patterns and sizes; the chapter will label and package 
them. 4;,1D(7+5R(
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 An Early Reminder….By Joe Kline 

='&!")%1>1;$%)%1is published 5 times yearly:  Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/June, Sep/Oct, & 
Nov/Dec by Penn’s Woods West Trout Unlimited to enhance communication among mem-
bers & share information with the public. H&R is supported by tax-deductible underwrit-
ing, reader donations and the group’s general fund.  Views, opinions and advice contained 
herein do not necessarily reflect the position of PWWTU or its Board of Directors.  


